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On 30 darch 1951, twineenzine aircraft with double rudder assembliss
practiced flying at the finsterwalde airfield between 7 a.m. snd 2 p.me
The sky was 5/10 cloudy. The planes were of two types, a lar-e plane
with nose wheel and & small one with a tail wheel. (1)On 31 biarch,
there was flying with the small type plane with teil wheel throughout
the dey. The weather was hazy with 10/10 overcast.

There was no flying oa 1 4pril, although the weather was good, On 2 April,
three twin -engine aircraft of the smaller type practiced flyims with 3/10
degrees of cloudiness, Om 4 April, there was the same flying sctivity as on

2 April., 3ix additional twin-engine planes of the smaller type wers parked on
the landing field. About 100 soldiers were drilling southeast of the run«ay.
Ihree trucks were parked at the take-off point. No flights were made on

5 and 6 April although the weather was levorable,

Om 15 April, there wes no flyimg at the airfield. ihe sky was 2/10 overcast.

Two twin=engine planes of the smaller type with tail wheel mede flights

on 16 April, in 3/10 degres of oloudiness. There was mo flying from 17 to

19 April althouzh the ssather was mood. Five biplanes flew om 20 Aoril.

Un 21 4pril, three twin-sngine nwircraft of the smaller type practiced {lying.
The sky was 4/10 overcasi. No flights were ma<s on 22 and 23 spril although
the weather was good.

On 24 »pril, one jet plane with two jet power plants arrived in the morning,
and two plenes of the same type arrived in the afternocon. On 25 April
betwe:n 7 and 9 s.m., 2izht twin-jet ~ircraft and about 20 twin-sngine
plenes of the sma'ler type wers parked om the landing field south of the
runway. (2) Iae jet planes, which were vainted silver, had very larszs
dimensions, ¢ large ruddsr assembly, a power plant in the midile of each
wing and a nose wheel, (3) it 3:30 p.m., 28 twin-en-ine of the smaller
type wers counted at che Lield. lhe numbers 24 and 25 were s<~n on the
rudder assembly of two planes. »ix twineenrins plenes af the smaller
type practiced flying betweem 7 and 9 a.m. in clear weather. No flichts
were made by the jet planes,
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Three jet plames practiced flyimg im the morming of 26 April.
There was a wind from the southeast amd 3/10 degrees of cloudi-
ness. No flights were made om 27 and 28 April im en overcast sky.
Single-en:ine biplanes practiced flying on clear mights betwesen
15 sad 28 April,

The woods im the eastera extemsion of the ruavay was beimg
cleared and preparations for the expansion of the ruaway were
under way, (4)

On 24 March between 4 amd 6 pom., 23 twin-ongine aircraft ware
counted in front of the hangars at the eirfield. The plamss were
parksd without eny discermibls order. Except for ome plame, which
had a two-sectiomal cockpit with the rear section slightly higher
than the fromt section, ell of the planes were twin-engine low-wing
monoplenss with in-line emgines, double rudder assembliss, tail
wheele which was not retractabls, metel noses and antenna rods

in fromt of a simgle ceckpit. There was nmo flyingo

Six hemgars, ome of which was equipped &8 a repair hemgar, were

at the field. The runwey was 2,000 meters lomg and about 50 te

80 meters wide. At the western emd of the runway there was an

aprom on ome side of the rumwey. Taxiways, the whole lemgth of
which could not be seer because the terrain sloped to the south,
were oz ths easters side of the rumway. ‘t was repeatedly observed
thet two twin-engine plemes took off om the runway at the same time.
The railroad spur track ram south of the hangars where there were
two erd remps and a side-=loadlmg remp. The barracks imstalletions
were located im the woods south of the railroad siding.

All of the hangers, which were overhauled late in the fall of
1960, were good comditiom. A curpemter whe was engazed im the
repair work said that three hamgars had suspension devices ila
the ceilimg om which twim-engime planss could be suspended by
meens of overhead hocks,

Four twin-emgine planmes took off from the field at noom on 14
April amd hemded morth. ‘he first plame tewed a sleeve target.

In the aftermoon of 14 4pril, aine plames creshed in the Luckeu

(¥ 62/4 17) area between Falkaaber% (R 52/A 07), Pitschem (N 52/A 07),
H

Zustzen (N 52/A 08) and Kehmsdorf 62/A 17). Twemty=two persoms

wore killed. The type of miroraft which crashed could mot be deternmined.
Immediately after the acoidenmt, the smtire aree was blocked by Soviet -
troops amd Volkspolizei. (5)

No flyimg or military activity wes observed at the sirfield oR

16 April between 3 and 5 p.m. Twenty-thres twin-emginme mircraft

of the same type were again counted beiwsem the closed hangars.

The smmunition dump on the morthern edge of the field was guarded

by patrols amd surrounded by & burbed wire fence and powerful

lights spaced at intervals of about 50 meters. The lights illumimated

the dump at might. lhirteem temporary buildinrgs, whose windows were
roarded up, were counted im the P /I 25X1C

were 30om on

the road leadirg to the field. (6)

Two biplanes took off from the fisld at noom on 20 April. Ome of
the plames lst out & slesve target shortly after the take-off, amd
short bursts were fired at the sleesve target with mechine gums from
the second biplane at & distsmce of about 400 msters. The slecve
target was dropped over the field before the landing.
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14. A railroad employee said that e large reilroad tank car with 50,000
liters of oil from Frankfurt/Odsr arrived at the field during the
week preceding 156 April. He also said that & teamk car with 26,000
liters amd amother tenk car with 50,000 liters of fuel from Veltem
arrived at the field betwesn 15 and 21 April, snd that the shipping
label bore the imscriptiom "Fimsterwalde Airfield” as the receiver. (7

15, Biplawes repeatedly made might flights and which time the fisld was
illuminated by red and white lights. Each plane coming in to lend
at the field fired a bright white sigmal flare wherupon & seerchlight
in the eastern section of the field was switched om and illumimated
the larding strip.

16. About 20 flying off'icers and their dependents were quartered om
Schacksdorfer Strasse, The officers went by truck daily to the field
betwsen 6 and 7 a.m., weather permitting. They wore fur-lined boots
and leather jackets and carried map csses, The commamder was quartered
in Victoria Hotel where the motion pictures for the Soviet were held,
The radio installation which was observed at Kurzem Damm prior to
February 1951 was not set up ageim. (8) No other radio imstallatioms
were seen in Fimsterwalde.

25X1A

- Comments. 25X1A

(1) The plame fitted with a nose wheel is a B-25. See
The smaller aircraft are of PE-2 typs., “ifferent versiona of this type
sre gtationed at the field. See also paragraph 7.

(2) For dispositiom of aircraft and course of taxiwvay at western emd of
ruaway, see Annex,

{3) The aircraft ere probably of the same type as those previously observed
at the Oranienburg airfisld.

(4) The extension of runways to a total length of about 2,400 meters has been
reported from all airfields occupied by bombers, i.e., Jueterbog, Cottbus,
and Oranienburg. -

(5) Source was probably not informed about all the crashes which have sceurred.
According to othsr sources, =t least 16 IL-10s of the ground attack regiment

stationed in Schoenwslde crashed in the mrea mentioned. m 25X1A
25X1C (6) _belomg to the ground units of the bomber 8

stationed im Finsterwalde,

(7) The reilroad employee possibly overestimated the holding ospacity of the
railroad tank cars. it is believed that the cars had a capacity of about
18,000 liters and 24,000 liters respectively. It should bs moted that
the fuel, probably for the PE<2s, arrived from Velten, whereas the other
tank car wes allegedly filled with oil, possibly keroseme which was used
a8 fuel for the twinejet uircraft. Agcording to amother report, the bomber

unit im Oranienburpg which was else equipped with the new jet aireraft was
supplied with seven tank carlosds of fuel from hiesa. bSee
- Previously this unit also received its fuel from Veltem.,

(8) the redio installatiii was previously reported by the same source. See

25X1A

1 Amnex: 1 -~ ome sketch on ditte.
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25X1A Annex to

Disposition of Aircraft and Course of Taxiway

at Finsterwslde Airfield

runway

8 2-eng. jefa/c
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parked 2-ang. af,
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